FINDS N0 GLOOM
ANID WAR RUINS

Pierre Loti, Visiting Bom-
barded Towns in Belgium,
Sees No Air of Sadness.

KING'S FAITH UNDYING

His Own Patriotism Gives Him Un-
finching Belief in Loyalty
of Allies.

Special Cable to The Whashington Herald.

Paris, April 10.—On my way to
Houthen, the general headquarters of
the Belgian army, whither I am bear-
ing a meassage from the President
of the French Republic to hiz maj-
esty King Albert, 1 today traversed
Furnes, one of the towns usslessly
and savagsly bombarded by the Ger-
mans, where at this hour icy wind,
snow, raln, and hall are raging be-
neath the darkening sky.

Here, as at Ypres, the barbarians
turned their guns specially against
the historic portion of the place,
against the charming old town hall
and its surroundings. This was dones
because King Albert when first driven
from his palace installed himeelf there,
The Germans, with a nicety of discrimi-
nation which the whole world now no
longer denles, Immedintely fastened on the
spot and shelled it with thelr ferocious big
guns. [t goes without saying that in the
streets, where I sloweed up my automo-
blle in order to better appreciate the Kai-
ser's civillzing work, thers was scercely
a soul. Here and there groups of soldiers
of all arms, who, with thelir coat collars
turned up or hoods thrown owver thelr
lheads, hastened betwean squalls, running
like children with hearty laughter, as If
the drenching ‘momentarily, not from
shells, was very funny.

No Alr of Sadneas.

Hew = it there s just now no air of
sadness about this half-deserted town?
Omne wonld think the gayety of these aol-
diers, despite the sinlster weather, had
communicated Itaelf to things devastated,
All of them seem in fine health and

spirits,
1 no lenger perceive the somewhat
frightened, haggard faces &8 at the he-

=inning of the war. The contlnual out-

door lifa, with good food, has gilded the
cheeks of the soldiers gpared by shrap-
nel, but what especially sustains them Ia
their entire confidence in the certainty
that they nave obtained the upper hand
and are now marching to victory. They
forsee an end to the German invasion,
just am they know this early spring
weather will end.

During the momentary calm a amall
group of French sallors sudden}y gath-
ered near me. T could not refrair®
from beckoning to them as one would
to lost children wandering in the
woods, and they ran up to the door of
my car, very pleased themselves Lo
see my naval uniform. With their
frank, honest faces and sparkling eyes,
they appeared picked men. Other sall-
ors passing in the distance to whom I
hadn't beckoned also came hurrying up
with a charmingly respectful famillarity.

One of our generals commanding the
army on the northern front talked to
me yesterday about the pleasing famil-
farity which now prevails from the top
to the bottom of the military scale. It
is quite a new characteristic of this
profoundly national war, in which the
whole army marches hand in hand.

“In the trenches,” the general eald
to me, “if 1 atop to talk with a soldler,
othera surround me, so 1 may talk
with them, too, and thelr brotherhood
dally becomes more admirable. 1f only
our thousands of dead could be re-
turned to us what a tremendous
amount of good the Germans would
have done us by bringing us close to-
gether. We have only one heart.™

Soldiers Are Cheerful.
It is about am hour's run between
Furnes and Houthen. It |s a flat coun-

try and the weather was frightful—
the broken roads, the flooded flelds,
that seemed like marshes, and the few
trenches and chevaux frise all remind-
ed one that the barbarians were still
near.

For all that, it was Impossihle to be
melancholy. Every minute 1 met
soldlers whose open countenances,
breathing courage and gayety, restored
my serenity. Even ths poor sappers
repalring the dugouts or making bar-
rlers with water up to their Kknees
wore o merry smila beneath their drip-
ping hoods. And what a lo° of soldlers,
Belgians and French, there were ming-
ing fraternally in the s=mallest ham-
let. What a prodigy of organization
that all these men nre sheltered and
fed!

Who said there was no Belgian anl-
diers left? 1T am alwaya meecting consid-
erable detachments marching in good
order to the front, well equipped and of
fina appearance, with convors of exeel-
ltent modern artillery.

Enough will never eald anhout the
herotam of this people, who had not pre-
pared for war becauss molemn treaties
seemed to preserve them from it forever,
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but who, nevertheless, had to submit and

stemmed the barbarians' most formid-
able onrush. Shaken, almost annihilated,
at first, they have pulled themselves to-
gether round the figure of thelr su e-
ly courageous King.

Footpath to Reyal Residence.

It rains unceasingly and the cold is
chilling, bpt here at last is Houthen, and
in & minute I shall see this King with-
out reproach ms without fear. But for
the troopa and the numerous military au-

one 15} imagine this
lost village would be the general head-
quarters. I have to leave my car, for
th:hvly to the royal residence is only o
pa

Among the weather-beaten automaobiles
stationed there all bespattered with mud
is one that is elegant, but bears no coat
of arme. Two letters “8. M." (Sa Ma-
Jeste) chalked on the black door, alone
show It Is the King’s car.

The King's quarters form a charming
corner of old an ancient abbey
surounded by trees and tombs. The
pathway borders a religious little ceme-
tery, and here in the rain an ald de
camp, amiable and simple like his King,
comes to grect me,

Guards keep watch at the entrance
door of the royal residence. There Is
no ceremonial whatever. 1 paes through
the modest passage, whers 1 have just
time to divest myself of my greatcoat.
when the door opens, and In a rccesa
stands the King—tall, slim, of regular
features, with an astonishingly youthful
alr, eves frank, sweet and noble, and
with his hand outstretched in hearty wel-
come. -

In the course of my life other kings
and emperors have received me. but
for all their pomp and the splendor of
their palaces never have I felt so much
respect for a sovereign majesty as on
the threshold of this cottage, so in-
finltely aggrandized by misfortune
and sacrifice. When I expressed this
feeling to King Albert he repiled, smil-
ing, "Oh, my palnce!"

Table Covered with Maps.

He completed the phrase with an In-
different gesture, which took In his
humble surroundings. Modest, indeed,
was the room I entered, but In the ah-
mence of all vulgar display it, never-
theless, had the distinction of well-
filled bookshelves which entirely cov-
ered one eide. At one end stood an
open piano with its book of music, In
the middle was a big table covered
with mapa and strategic plans.

The window was open, deapite the
cold, It looked out on a little old-
world priest's garden, secluded, lraf-
less and sad, as though weeping with
the winter's rain,

After I had discharged the eaay mis-
sfon with which the Presldent of the
republic had intrusted me the King
kept me a long time. 1 heslitata 1o
touch, however, discreetly, on this in-
tervicw, for the reason that the King
ts never tired of saving to those around

-
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him. “Do your best, but see that I am
not mentioned,” and I know and under-
stand the horror he professes for any-
thing resembling an interview.

1 at first decided to say nothing, but
then, when one has a chance to be
heard, how can one refrain from wish-
ing to spread the glory of such a
name?

What struck me most about the
King was his sincere and exguisite
modesty. He is unconscious of having
behaved admirably. He does nol think
he deserves the veneration of the
French nation.

When I told him T had seen pic-
tures of the King and Queen of the
Belgians in the place of honor in the
remotest countiry huts in France with
little black, yellow and flagn
piously ploned around them he hardly
seemed to belleve me. His smile and
his silence scemed to reply: “What I
have done is very natural. Would any
King worthy of the name have been
able to do otherwise™

Then we talked about the Darde-
nelles, where grave issues are now be-
Ing decided. He questioned me about
the snares of these shorea, which 1 had
long frequented and which are always
dear to me,

abbey.

spell of my welcome.
soverelgns, placed, so lo say,
pole of humanity: one at the luminous

Eance, a

When the Icy gust blew in through
the open window he rose and closed
it with a gracious solicitude for my-
self.

Next we talked of rifles and artil-
lery. His majesty was acquainted
with them all, llko a general tempered
to his trade.

Crown Was Unexpected,

What & strange desliny for this
prince who at first did not seem des-
tined for the throne and who would
perhaps have preferred to continue his
somewhat secluded life of other daya
beslde the princess he loved!

When the unexpected
placed on his youthful foreliead he
thought he had a right to hope for
an ern of peace in the midst of the most
peaceful of people. Yei he was to ex-
perience the most fearful tragedy of
all reigna.

crown Was

Suddenly, without weakening, with-
out even hesitation, disdeining compro-
mises which to the detriment of world
clvilization might have saved his cities
and palaces, he opposed the monster's
onrush like n great war king amidst
this army of heroes.

Today it is plain he doea not doubt
the victory Is coming. His own loyal-

|

ty gives him entirs confidence In the
loyalty of the allies, who are indeed
intent on restoring his Belgium to life,
Nevertheiess, the King is determined to
have his soldlers co-operate In the de-
liverance to the last man, and hava
them remalin to the end at the post of
danger and honor.

Another less noble than he would

hin wife and
fused to live with him, Adam Shulaky
shot and killed her today and then com-
mitted suicide by plunging headlong Into

have sald, “I have fully repaid my debt

to the universal cause. It was my troops
wWho raised the first rampart
t..l"ll“'l. Hy ‘mmn the
trampled
hrutes, is only a heap of ruins. That is
enough for me.”

Hret 1o be

under foot by the OGerman

Wants Beiginm in Goldem Book.
But fhe King wants Belgium to have

her name inscribed on a yet finer page
alongside that of Berbla in the golden
book of history. That is why in ap-
proaching his headquarters I met these
valorous troops, alert, fresh, miraculously
revived,
tinue the holy struggle. Let us bow to
the earth before this King.

proceeding to the fromt to con-

At nightfall, when the audience was
ended, 1 again trod the pathway of the
During the return journey across
the roads broken by rall and military
wagons | remained under the charmed
1 compared two
at either

pole, the other at the darksome pole;
one bloated with hypocrisy and arro-
with
with

from his hands,

blood dripping -

| torn flesh hanging from his finger nalils,

yet stlll surr ded with § lent | p:
the other relegated without murmur to
a village cottage, on the last strip of

his martyred kingdom, but unto whom
| riseq from the whole civilized earth a
concert of sympathles, enthusiasm and
magnificent glorifications and whose head
will be wreathed
most Immortal crown.

with the purest and

PIERRE LOTL

(Copyright, 195, b the Internaticual News Serv-
foe),

THAW MAY TASTE LIBERTY.

Conrt Glves I'ermission, but Sheriff

Says He Won't,
New York, April 19—Abel I. Smith, of

counsel for Harry K. Thaw, today ob-
tained an order from Justice Ingraham
of the appellate division of the Supreme
Court, giving Sheriff Grifenhagen discre-
tion to allow Thaw to exercise outside
the Tomba prison in company of a dep-
| uty., The sherilf sald ponight:

“1 «do business only by order of the

!runrur and do not intend to take the in-
| itintive jn this or any other matter,
| will use my dlacretion and allow Thaw
to remain where he 5™

KLLS WIFE; DIES IN WELL

Jealous Husband Murderer and Sul-

cide When Spounse Leaveas,

Perth Amboy, N, J., pril 10.—Jealous of
enraged because she re-

a well

[TALY T00 POOR
TOENTER WAR

German Officials Calm Sub-
jects with Economic
Arguments. :
PEOPLE FEAR MAY BE FOE

Allied Press Clamors for Italy’s Par-
ticipation; but Is Stricken by
Floods.

“iccial to The Washicgton Herald.

Berlin, April 10.—Ever since the bom-
bardment of the Dardanelles was begun
and the Franco-phile Itallan press be-|
| Ean a louder clamor for Italy's participa- |
tion In the war, the dormant fear of
the entrance of a new foe, equal atl least

to Austria, In military and naval power,
has agitated the minds of Berliners,

loan of one thousand million lires it Wil
be s00n necessary to issue a new losn of
triple that amount. The price of govers-
ment bonds is rapidly golng down.

S‘u far the price of living in Italy had
not gone up very much, except
but this has been enough to cause lm
like conditions in Southern Italy and
Bicily. The grain in the country Is bareky
sufficient to last to the end of this
month.

The chambers are strongly opposed te
war, especlally the senate. Ax for the
Fovernment, nobody knows what its fm=
tentions are. Salandra’'s speeches
November and recently at the opening
of parllament were absolutely noncot
mittal. He stronly emphasized that Itsly
must benefit by the war, but did not
say how and by what means.

BABE DEFENDANT IN COURT.

Twe Moantha' 014 Daughter o
Duchess Party to Sult.

New York, April 10.—Helene V‘luh‘u De
Talleyrand, the daughter borm to the
Ducheas De Tallyrand (formerly Anna
Gould) in Paris less tham two months
ago, was today made a party defendant
in an aclion brought in the Bupreme
Court to permit the estate of Jay Gould
Lo leasy “certaln real estate”™

The matter came before Supreme Court
fustice Hendrick in the form of a petl-
tion filed by Taylor, Knowles & Hack, as

In officlal circles, however, calmer
views prevall. Several prominent officials
of the German forelgn department agree
that no fear need be felt of Italy joining
hands with France, England and Russia,
although that among the masses of Italy |
a war against Austria would be Im-
mengely popular.

The reasons they gave were first of
all Italy's economical position. During
tha first six months of the war Italy's|
| imports decreased 47 per cent. During
| January last export business improved n
little and continued to Improve during
February, but the imports are still =
per cent below normal. Many Itallan
industries are completely paralyzed and
the number of unemployed is greater
than for years, because the half million
people who formerly migrated to France
and Germany every year are now com-
pelled 1o remain wt home.

Great parts of the country have suf-
fered enormous damage from floods and
many thousand acres of fertile land |
have been under water. The damage
done ls very considerable,

The kingdom's revenues have decreased
by more than 100000000 lires and it does|
[not improve matiers that the provinees|
! devastated by earthquake and flood have
been exempted from paying taxes this
year, At the same time the army of
70,000 men which Italy is forced to keep
under arms costs the treasury an ener-
mous amount, and besides the recent

sounsel for George J. Gould, Edwia Gould
and Helen G. Shepard, formerly IHelen
M. Gould, constituting a majority of the
ncting executors and trustees, that the
infant Helene be made a party to the
action aund her rights as an heir under
Jay Gould’s will duly protected.

Justice Hendrick appointed Lorense
Semple guardian for the infant.

Alimony for Mrs. Grant.
New York, April 10.—Supreme Court
Justice Glegerich today declded that Mrs,
Elizabeth Grant, wife of Jease Grant, son
of former President U, 8. Grant, is ens
titled to 350 on May 8 next and 318 a
month thereafter from her husband. This
Is part of the .00 annual income from
a trust fund established by Mrs Julia
Dent Grant, mother of Jesse Grant,
——— ——
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FATHER WAS RIGHT. By Goldberg.

Copyright, 1915, by K. L. Goldberg.

THE SAVINGS of

ELMER [ RAVENS'T MUCH LoNGER
T LNE 30 IM &fUING You THIs
LITTLE SafE CoNTAINING

LIFETIME - PUT T (A —THE BANK
AND LET 1T DRAW

tg_,‘l‘f&lb,

MY WHOLE

Your, olh AGE HAS MADE ‘U
T00 CoNSERVATIVE, FATHER - fLL
T THIS colN INTo A SURE THING
AND 1N TTWO WEEKS You'LL
BE WONRERWNG WRICH oNE OF

Some  SHARES

MR. BROKCR , 1 WANT
You TO Take' THIS
MONEN  &AND  BUC ME

BIG BUNK MINING

of

1 canT see A
TRING (A THIS
OFfice - MY
eesiaetr (&
GETTING WoRSsSE

Shck - “THANK
You )
—y !
-
™
THE Golh 15 SO THICK THE >
) MINERS BUILL THE FOUNDATIONS e S A o S€& Hm,

/" FOR THEIR CABINS OUT OF NUGGETS - CanC BARE. W A Too - M FATHER.
oME BATK (N A wEEK AnND (L WEBK. FOR. MY e SHERIFE ! WAS RIGHT
GiE You — DIVIDENDS

42,000,000 {0 —
'R) DIVIDENDS 3
&1
. U
ege
s s g Z :
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FOX-TROTTING ISN’'T ALTOGETHER USELESS---IT C

Copyright, 1915, by R. L. Goldberg.*

LET M€
Le IN A
SPooN AND
REST For
A WHILE- 'M

A STEWSh

T S2ER would Have
BeEN DEFERWED AT
WETERLOO IF “THRT
BELGIAN MILK-MAID
HADN'T FLIRTED

¢ 1 CAN Ger HiM
FMOVING PAST ENOUGH
1 MiGHT sHake
SOME oF THE MoTMs
OUT OF HIS BRA

URES INSANITY.—By Goldberg.

| NEVER THOUGHT OF THAT

& Y GO-BLIND
'L SUE:TTHE
Boss foR A
MiLllon)
oLLARs PR

oMY voed o

il

il

i
i

OO CaN TAKE “THE
DIFFERENCE ouT o
MY SALARY AND
WE'LL BE JIQUARE

wWHEA) T STRTEd ovr
ON MY TRIP ‘ou GAve Me
$ 200 FOR EXtENSES - BUT 1|
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